
 

 

 

 

Press Release 

Kerala steals the show at Gulfood 2024 in Dubai 

 Kerala entrepreneurs look beyond traditional markets as production goes up 
 Global investors evince keen interest in state’s food processing sector 

Thiruvananthapuram, February 28: Kerala showcased its huge potential in food processing 
and value-addition sector before global investors and entrepreneurs as Gulfood 2024, one of 
the world’s largest annual food & beverages events, concluded at the Dubai World Trade Centre 
on Friday. 

The Kerala pavilion that displayed its unique products, including spices and an assortment of 
ready-to-eat items at the five-day expo drew a steady stream of visitors right from day one.  

The Kerala delegation to the show, led by the Kerala State Industrial Development Corporation 
(KSIDC), included leading entrepreneurs from the state’s burgeoning food industry.  

Besides holding an ‘Investor Conclave’ on the sidelines of Gulfood 2024, where senior officials 
led by Shri Suman Billa, IAS, Principal Secretary (Industries and NORKA), briefed industry 
leaders from around the world on the state’s core strengths, interactions during the event 
proved highly promising. 

Shri Billa said Kerala had over 140,000 new enterprises that were started in the last fiscal year 
and by December 31, the number had crossed 200,000. Almost 25% of them are in the food 
sector and they need to look beyond domestic consumption. 

“If all these enterprises are manufacturing food products, then we need to look up beyond the 
traditional Kerala market. We need to expand it to other states and to other countries, as well,” 
he added. 

“We think the first landing point is going to be the UAE. The UAE and Kerala have a very strong 
traditional commercial relationship and what we wanted to explore is how we can leverage this 
in the background of the comprehensive economic partnership agreement between India and 
the UAE.”  

The focus of the ‘Investor Conclave’ was Kerala’s potential to emerge as a key player in the 
global supply chain of value-added food products as well as the food processing and food tech 
sector, identified as a priority segment with support from the government.  

Shri Billa presented a detailed overview of the state’s food sector with an impressive 
infrastructure dedicated to food processing, including five state-of-the-art food processing 
parks, two mega food parks & upcoming mini food parks.  



 

 

The state is also home to a spices park, underscoring its rich heritage in spice cultivation. 

“We made a strong and convincing case before the numerous investors and entrepreneurs, who 
are keen to seize on the immense opportunities offered by the state reinforced by the 
government’s pro-active policies. The response has been highly encouraging”, Shri Billa said. 

“From easy access to raw materials to a well-established network of manufacturing facilities, 
the state offers an ecosystem ripe for investment,” Shri S Harikishore, Managing Director, KSIDC 
and Director, Department of Industries & Commerce, said.  

The investor conclave also witnessed the participation of key individuals like HE Shri Sunjay 
Sudhir, Indian Ambassador to the UAE, Mr. Saleh Abdullah Lootah, Chairman, Food and 
Beverage Manufacturing Business group and many others. 

Co-exhibitors from the state at the event- Beecraft Honey, Cremberie Yoghurt, Foo Foods, 
Glenview Tea, Global Natural Food Processing Company, Harrisons Malayalam, Malabar 
Natural Foods, Manjilas Food Tech, Nasfood Exim, Pavizham Rice, Protech Organo and Veliyath 
Food Products also interacted with the potential investors.  

On the last day, Startup Middle East organised a ‘Meet & Greet Kerala Forum’, at the Startup 
Infinity Center, Dubai.Shri Suman Billa and Shri S Harikishore, as well as Shri Sameer Kunhu 
Mohamed, Managing Director, Jaleel Holdings, were special guests at the event. 

Siby Sudhakaran, the founder of Startup ME, welcomed the gathering. Shri Sabeer MS, CEO of 
Build Hub, and Shri Muhammed Ameen, founder of Edwin Infotech, also made presentations at 
the meeting. 

Kerala’s food ecosystem has benefited from a series of reforms that is built on the Kerala State 
Industrial Policy 2023, providing a much-needed impetus to the sunrise sectors. 

Today, Kerala contributes significantly to India's agricultural output, accounting for 97% of 
India's pepper, 70% of cocoa, and substantial shares in coffee, cashew, coconut, and seafood 
processing. The state also contributes extensively to the export ecosystem by way of the widely 
networked seafood processing, Ready-To-Eat and Ready-To-Cook products which are rapidly 
gaining traction globally. 

Kerala also has a robust ecosystem of research and development institutions dedicated to the 
food sector. Institutions such as the Central Institute of Fisheries Technology, Central Tuber 
Crops Research Institute, and Kerala Agricultural University foster innovation and excellence.  
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]{X-¡p-dn- v̧           28.02.2024 

tIcf¯n-sâ `£ykwkv--IcWþaq-ey-hÀ[nX taJe-bnÂ 

 XmXv]cyw {]ISn-¸n¨v BtKmf \nt£]IÀ 

Zp_m-bnse KÄ-^pUv 2024þÂ cm-Pym´c {i-² -t\Sn tI-c-fw 

Xncph\´]p-cw: temIs¯ Gähpw henb ^p-Uv B³Uv _nhtd-P-kv ta-

fIfnsem¶mb KÄ-̂ pUv 2024 Â tI-c-f-¯n-sâ `£ykwkv--IcWþaq-ey-hÀ[nX ta-J-e-

I-fnÂ Xm-Xv-]cyw {]-I-Sn-̧ n¨v BtKmf \nt£-]-Icpw kwcw -̀I-cpw. Cu ta-J-e-bnÂ kw-

Øm-\-s¯ hn-]p-eam-b A-h-k-c-§fpw km-[y-X-Ifpw ap-t¶m-«p-h-¨mWv Zp_mbv thÄUv 

t{SUv skâ-dnÂ KÄ-̂ pUv 2024 \v kam-]-\-am-bXv. 

A©v Znhks¯ FIv--kv--t]mbnÂ kpKÔhyRvP\§Ä DÄs¸sSbpÅ X\Xm-b 

DXv]¶§fpw sdUnþSp Cuäv C-\§fpw {]ZÀin¸n¨ tIcf ]h-en-b-\nÂ BZy Znhkw 

apXÂ kµÀiIcpsS {]hmlambncp¶p. tIcf tÌäv C³Ukv{SnbÂ sUhe]v--saâv 

tImÀ¸tdjsâ (sIFkvsFUnkn) t\XrXz¯n-ep-Å tIcf {]Xn\n[n kwL¯nÂ 

kwØm-\s¯ `£y hyhkmb¯nse {]apJ kwcw`IÀ ]s¦Sp¯p. 

KÄ-̂ pUv 2024 t\mSv A\p_Ôn¨v \S¶ "C³shÌÀ tIm¬-t¢-hn'Â kw-Øm\ hyh-

kmbþt\mÀ¡ {]n³kn¸Â sk{I-«dn kpa³ _nÃbpsS t\XrXz¯nepÅ apXnÀ¶ 

DtZymKØÀ temIsa¼mSpapÅ hyhkmb {]-ap-J-tcm-Sv `£ykwkv--IcWþaq-ey-hÀ-[n-

Xþ`£y km-t¦XnI ta-J-e-bn-se tI-c-f-̄ n-sâ {]m-[m-\y-s¯bpw km-[y-X-I-sf-bpw Ip-

dn-̈ v hn-i-Zo-I-cn-̈ p. Cu- ta-J-e-I-fn-se BtKmf hnXcW irwJe-bnÂ ap³\ncbnte¡v 

DbÀ¶phcm-\p-Å kw-Øm-\-̄ nsâ km-[y-X-IÄ¡v DuÀ-Öw ]-I-cp-¶-Xm-bn- Cu 

]cn]mSn. A©v AXym[p\nI `£y kwkv--IcW ]mÀ¡pIÄ, c­v saKm ^pUv 

]mÀ¡pIÄ, kpKÔhyRvP\ ]mÀ¡v, hcm\ncn¡p¶ an\n ^pUv ]mÀ¡pIÄ 

F¶nhbpÄs¸sS `£y kwkv--I-c-W ta-J-e-bnÂ tIcfw ap-t¶m-«p-h-bv-¡p-¶ km-[y-X-

I-sf-¡p-dn-̈ pÅ AhtemI\w kpa³ _nÃ \-S-̄ n. 

kwØm-\ kÀ-¡m-cn-sâ k-Po-ham-b C-S-s]S-ep-Ifpw A-\pIqe \b-§-fpw `-£y-kw-

kvI-c-W taJebnse ap-t¶-ä-̄ n-\v k-lm-bn-̈ n-«p-s­-¶v kp-a³ _nÃ ]-d-ªp. Ignª 



 

 

km¼¯nI hÀjw tIcf¯nÂ 1,40,000 ]pXnb kwcw`§Ä Bcw`n¨p. Unkw_À 

31þ\v CXv 2,00,000 IS¶p. CXnÂ 25 iXam\w `£ytaJebnemWv. ChÀ A´ÀtZiob 

hn]Wn IqSn e£yw hbvt¡­Xp­v. KÄ^pUv 2024 tIcf¯n-sâ D-Xv-]-¶-§Ä¡v bp-

F-C-bnepw Ad-_v cm-Py-§-fnepw ]p-Xp-hn]-Wn Xp-d-¡p-¶-Xnsâ km[y-X-IÄ Xpd¡m³ 

klmbn¡pw. kw-Øm-\s¯ km-[y-X-IÄ {]-tbm-P-\-s -̧Sp- -̄W-sa-¶ B-h-iy-amWv 

kw-cw-̀ -IÀ-¡pw \n-t£-]-IÀ¡pw ap-¶nÂ-h-̈ -Xv. A-h-cnÂ-\n-¶p-Å {]-Xn-I-cWw hfsc 

t{]mÕmlP\I-am-bn-cp-¶pA-t±-lw Iq-«n-t¨À-̄ p. 

Akwkv--IrX hkv-Xp¡Ä F-fp-̧ w e-̀ y-am-Ip-¶-Xpw an-I-̈  A-Sn-Øm-\ ku-I-cy-§-fp-ap-

Å tI-c-fw \nt£-]-ku-lr-Z-am-b A-́ -co-£-amWv hmKvZm\w sN¿p-¶-sX-¶v sI-F-

kvsF-Unkn amt\PnwKv UbdÎdpw hyhkmb hmWnPy hIp¸v UbdÎdp-amb Fkv. 

lcnIntjmÀ ]-d-ªp. tI-cf-s¯ H-cp \n-t£-]-I ku-lr-Z kw-Øm\w F-¶ \n-e-bnÂ 

A-S-bm-f-s -̧Sp-̄ n kw-Øm-\-t¯-¡p-Å \n-t£-]w hÀ-[n-̧ n-¡p-I, tI-c-f-̄ nse kw-cw-̀ -

I-À-¡v cm-Pym-́ -c hn-]-Wn H-cp¡p-I F-¶n-h-bm-Wv C¯-cw ta-f-I-fn-se 

]¦mfn¯¯neqsS {]-[m-\-ambpw e£yw h-bv-¡p-¶-sX¶pw A-t±-lw ]-dªp. 

 

bpFCbnse C´y³ Aw_mkUÀ kRvPbv kp[oÀ, bpFC ^pUv B³Uv 

_ohtdPkv am\p^mIvNdnMv _nkn\kv {Kq¸v sNbÀam³ kmtelv AÐpÃ eqXm 

XpS§nbhcpw \n£]I tIm¬t¢hnÂ ]s¦Sp¯p.  

_o{Im^väv lWn, t{Iws_-dn tbm-KÀ«v, ^q ^pUv--kv, s¥³hyq So, t¥m_Â \m¨pdÂ 

^pUv t{]mkknwKv I¼\n, lmcnk¬kv aebmfw, ae_mÀ \m¨pdÂ ^pUv--kv, 

aªnemkv ^pUv sSIv, \mkv--̂ pUv FIv--knw, ]hngw ssdkv, t{]msSIv HmÀKmt\m, 

shfnb¯v ^pUv--kv F¶o F-Iv-kn-_n-tä-gv-kmWv KÄ-̂ v ^pUv 2024þÂ tI-c-f-s¯ {]-Xn-

\n-[o-I-cn-̈ -Xv.  

F-Iv-kn-_njsâ Ahkm\ Znhkw ÌmÀ«¸v C³^n\nän skâ-dnÂ ÌmÀ«¸v anUnÂ 

CuÌv kwLSn¸n¨ "ao-äv B³Uv {Ko-äv tIcf t^mdw' F¶ ]cn]mSnbnÂ sI-F-kvsF-

Unkn ]s¦Sp¯p. kpa³ _nÃ, Fkv. lcnIntjmÀ, PeoÂ tlmÄUnwKvkv amt\PnwKv 

Ubd-ÎÀ kaoÀ Ipªpapl½Zv F¶nhÀ NS§nÂ hninãmXnYnIfmbncp¶p. ÌmÀ«¸v 

FwCbpsS Øm]I³ kn_n kp[mIc³ kzmKXw ]dªp. _nÂUv lºnsâ kn-CH 



 

 

k_oÀ Fw.Fkv, FUzn³ C³t^msS¡nsâ Øm-]-I³ apl½Zv Aao³ F¶nhÀ 

tbmK¯nÂ hnjbmhXcWw \-S¯n. 

2023þse kwØm\ hymhkmbnI \-b-̄ n-Â {]m-[m\yw \Â-Ip¶ ta-J-e-I-fn-sem-¶mWv 

`-£y kw-kv¡-c-Ww. cm-Py-̄ nsâ ImÀjnI DÂ¸mZ\¯nÂ tIcfw KWyamb 

kw`mh\ \Â-Ip-¶p-­v. IpcpapfInsâ 97%, sImt¡mbpsS 70%, Im¸n, Iiph­n, 

\mfntIcw, kapt{ZmXv]¶ kwk-vIcWw F¶nhbnÂ KWyamb hnlnXhpw 

hln¡p¶p. `£y ta-J-e-bnse KthjW hnI-k-\ {]-hÀ-̄ -\-§Ä-¡m-bp-Å \n-ch[n 

Øm]\-§fpw tIcf¯nep­v. BtKmfXe¯nÂ AXnthKw hfcp¶ kap{Z `£y 

kwkvIcWw, BÀSnC, BÀSnkn DXv]¶§Ä apXembhbneqsS IbäpaXn 

BhmkhyhØbv¡v tIcfw hn]peamb kw`mh\ \ÂIp¶p. sk³{SÂ C³Ìnäyq«v 

Hm^v ^njdokv sSIv--t\mfPn, sk³{SÂ Syq_À t{Im]v--kv dnkÀ¨v C³Ìnäyq«v, tIcf 

A{KnIÄ¨dÂ bqWnthgv--knän XpS§nb Øm]\-§Ä Cu ta-J-e-bnse 

\hoIcWhpw anIhpw km-[y-am-¡p¶ Øm]\§fmWv. 


